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Platform of the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 


For the sake of the unlimited pains of the oppressed peoples of Afghanistan 


Democratic Objective of the People 





Our beloved country Afghanistan has a long history, honourable traditions, human 
resources, and immense natural wealth. 

Afghanistan, during the 19th century and several decades of the 20th century, 
was a colony, semi-colony, and at present, is a country with a feudal economic and 
social system. The oppressed people of this nation have suffered from the most 
difficult and tyrannical kind of oppression and exploitation and illiteracy and poverty 
under the authority of feudal lords who have been the local rulers and from the 
British imperialist invaders. 

The national uprising of 1919 of the peoples of Afghanistan, which took place 
with the participation of all the toiling classes of people, put an end to direct and 
classical imperialism. It broke one of the chains of international imperialism in this 
part of the world before any other Asian country did. 

Since that time 47 years have passed. During this time, the deprived classes of 
the peoples and our national leaders, constitutional monarchists, and liberals have 
fought bravely to do away with feudalism and eliminate domestic oppression and 
reaction, to uproot colonialism and imperialism. But, unfortunately, due to lack of 
suitable national and international conditions they temporarily faced pathetic de- 
feats. Thus the power of the feudal lords who were ruling in their localities, “ruling 
classes” and ruling circles remained in power as before. This increased the basic 
contradiction between farmers and feudal lords, between the people of our country 
and the imperialists. 

History has entrusted the mission of solving these basic contradictions to the 
progressive and national energies for the realization of the democratic objective of 
the people. 


Khalq, April 11, 1966. Forwarded in translation as Attachment 4 to Airgram A-250 (June 9, 
1966) from the U.S. Embassy, Kabul, to the Department of State. The embassy apparently 
used a commercial translation service in Kabul, but its name is illegible. Footnotes by the 
translation service have been deleted. 
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International and National Conditions 





The most outstanding subject of contemporary history is, according to interna- 
tional standards, class struggle and war between international socialism and world 
imperialism which began with the Great Socialist Revolution of October. 

As a result of the war between these two international systems, the movement of 
workers in the capitalist countries is growing stronger and the national struggle 
movements of the Afro-Asian countries and Latin American nations are expanding. 

After the end of World War Two the great and powerful national struggles did 
away with the imperialists’ colonizing system. Fifty-three new independent countries 
came into existence, most of which, as well as Afghanistan, have exerted efforts to 
establish national states and adopt political neutrality for the sake of attaining 
economic independence and consolidating political freedom. 

The modification in the international balance of power in the interest of peace, 
democracy, national independence, and social progress and the resultant weakening 
of imperialism have given a chance to newly independent countries to renew their 
national life and achieve economic independence. Through the establishment of a 
national democratic state and adoption of a system other than capitalism the uproot- 
ing and victory over imperialism is possible. This will also allow these nations to 
abandon the systems and remnants of feudalism and step into a new stage of social 
evolution. 

The process of evolution of the newly independent Asian and African countries 
illustrates this truth that right at this moment some of these countries such as Egypt, 
Algeria, Guinea, Mali, Burma, etc., have chosen socialism as their guideline; and, in 
accordance with the development of a method other than capitalism and creation of a 
kind of national democratic state have achieved within a short span of freedom bright 
results in respect to living standards of their peoples and have acquired social 
progress and comfort. 

In a nutshell, with due attention to international affairs and expansion of a 
policy of peaceful coexistence and prevention of a nuclear war and preference for the 
forces of freedom and progress for a new world, the study of the world situation 
shows that current international affairs have completely changed in favour of the 
oppressed peoples of Asian, African, and Latin American countries. In particular 
for the oppressed peoples of the nation of Afghanistan it has created the possibilities 
of realizing freedom from the chains of reactionary feudal lords and influence of the 
causes of exploitation and imperialism. This condition from the point of view of 
nationalism particularly after the Loya Jirgah of 1334 [1955] which was held with the 
decision of the peoples of Afghanistan caused relative changes in the political and 
economic life of the country. 

In accordance with the decision of the Loya Jirgah the peaceful campaigns of the 
peoples of Afghanistan entered a new stage in international relations, and the 
foreign policy of the country based on a policy of neutrality, peace and pursuance of a 
policy of coexistence and opposing old and new colonialism and imperialism, and 
non-alignment with military pacts met the approval and was accepted by the people 
of Afghanistan [as being?] their traditional wishes. 
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This new foreign policy of Afghanistan resulted in friendly and peaceloving 
countries of the world giving aid without strings and on the basis of equality of 
nations. This resulted in a start in engaging human energy and natural resources of 
the country in accordance with the development plans and strengthening of the state 
sector of the economy, and establishment of economic independence, and creating 
the possibilities and conditions necessary for the creation of a national democratic 
government by a method other than capitalism. 

The main causes for the slow growth of productive forces and the pathetic 
condition of peoples of Afghanistan who are engulfed in poverty, ignorance, and 
disease [are] the political and economic rule of the feudal class, sections of big 
business, hoarders and compradors, corrupted bureaucrats and the agents of monop- 
olists and international imperialism whose class interests clash with the interest of the 
peoples of Afghanistan. 

In the present stage the main aim of the general democratic and national 
movement in Afghanistan is the solution of this basic contradiction. 

The establishment of national democratic government as a strategic objective 
and as a weapon to solve the basic contradiction opens a bright and expansive future 
for the nation of Afghanistan, which is economically backward. 

The political pillar of the national democratic government of Afghanistan 
consists of the united national front representing all the progressive, democratic and 
nationalist forces, that is workers, farmers, and enlightened progressives, craftsmen, 
small bourgeoisie, and “national capitalists” who wage a democratic and national 
struggle to attain national independence, popularize democracy in social life, and 
complete the fight against imperialism and feudalism. 

Khalq periodical presents the following democratic objective which has been 
prepared in accordance with the scientific analysis of national and international 
conditions and which manifests the wishes of the toiling people of Afghanistan ‘‘who 
make up more than 95 per cent of the people of the country,” meaning workers, 
farmers, and enlightened progressives, and which will campaign for its realisation. 


Economic Affairs 


Our country is endowed with plenty of natural resources and capable manpower 
which if we were to choose the right way to successful progress we could by using 
these resources rapidly, sufficiently raise the standard of living of the people as 
regards the provision of food, clothing, housing, health and education. But since 
Afghanistan from the point of view of economic and social organization is under the 
feudalistic system and the productive relations of the feudalists and those before 
them work against our interests. The feudalists, the big businessmen and the corrupt 
bureaucrats, the businessmen and the imperialistic monopolizing companies which 
have an absolute influence upon the poor political and economic life of the country 
contrive in keeping the standard of life of the people at the low level. They have 
created big obstacles to the rapid success of the productive forces and economic 
development which resulted in colonialistic oppression and cruelty towards the large 
masses of workers, peasants, and the rest of the people. So as to ensure economic 
development and social progress in the country this situation must change, and 
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instead of the old type of relations which were unjust, a new national economic 
system, that is a system with a new type of relation and which would be just, should 
be created and which would work towards the material improvements of the society, 
that is the hard-working people. Therefore, what in the long run is of historical 
importance towards the improvement of the material conditions of the people of 
Afghanistan is the pursuit of a system of economic progress which would rapidly 
improve the economy and the culture of the country and which would transform 
Afghanistan into an industrial country so as to eliminate rapidly the backwardness of 
past centuries within the lifespan of one generation. To achieve this it is necessary 
that in the name of primordial national and human duty all the progressive and 
democratic forces, the workers, the peasants, the craftsmen, the progressive intellec- 
tuals, the small- and medium-sized landlords, together with the national capitalists, 
all be united towards the achievement of a common national goal to set up a national 
democratic government and should strive towards the [success?] and the defense [of] 
a non-capitalist economy as outlined below. 

1) The rapid growth of a national economy according to the governmental plan 
and the progress of the governmental sector of the economy. The creation of the 
material and technical structure of democracy; the development of the modern 
system of government planning and a progressive administration for the national 
economy; the main duty of this administration according to the government plan 
would be to regulate spending and production according to the needs of the people. 
It would control and prevent unjustifiable expenditures which would be uneconom- 
ical and also the governmental and private enterprises. It would also regulate the use 
of material and equipment needed for production and the manpower, and would 
ensure the proper use of financial resources and natural reserves of the country and 
this includes the people. The government sector of the economy, which should be 
characterized by its opposition to feudalism, imperialism and neo-colonialism is the 
main weapon for the preservation of economic independence and will be the base for 
the spread of democracy and the raising of the standard of living for the hard-working 
people. In Afghanistan, where the relations and the behavior of capitalism are still in 
their infancy, the strengthening of the government sector of the economy would be 
completely to the advantage of the people and the government should prevent the 
successful development of capitalism which would result in long-term suffering and 
cruelty for the people. In the field of industrial development the creation of a 
national industry, heavy and light, and the industrialization of the country through 
the use of new techniques is the key to the solution of all the economic and social 
problems of the country. 

2) Heavy industry which is the means towards rapid economic development will 
strengthen national independence. The introduction of heavy industry, such as metal 
working, and iron smelting, petrol, gas and electricity, engineering industry and 
machine making, chemical industry, mining and so on, the creation of railways and 
the extension of the lines of communication through governmental capital invest- 
ments and by channeling most of the foreign assistance to these projects and their 
centralization in the hands of the government is of great importance to the people of 
Afghanistan. 
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3) The creation of light industry and consumer goods industry should be en- 
couraged to provide to the general needs of the people and to raise their standard of 
living. Private capital investment in the case of light industry through joint or 
separate governmental and private investments under the supervision of the govern- 
ment should be encouraged. The government is responsible for the protection of all 
national production, private and governmental, against competition from similar 
foreign products. 

4) The government must ensure the protection of handicrafts and must provide 
assistance to the craftsmen by giving low-interest, long-term credits through the 
creation of cooperatives. In the field of agricultural and land development produc- 
tion, the government should take into consideration the following points: the 
population of Afghanistan is increasing every year, but the increase in agricultural 
production lags behind; there are permanent crises because of the lack of agricultural 
products and the low standard of living of the farmers and the exploitation of a large 
portion of the farmers. These are some of the pressing problems of today. The main 
and principal reason for this sad state of affairs of agricultural production is the 
maintenance of the old feudalistic system of production which cannot satisfy the 
consumer demand of the people of Afghanistan. Moreover, it creates increasing bad 
feeling between the landowners and the peasants. To achieve the social and eco- 
nomic progress of the country and the establishment of democracy and the develop- 
ment of the forces of production of agriculture, the old forms of agricultural produc- 
tion enforced today must give way to democratic changes. To effect these basic and 
democratic changes, the national democratic government must put into effect all the 
changes and measures listed below. 

5) The execution of the basic and democratic improvements according to social 
justice with the participation of all the farmers and to the direct advantage of the 
small farmers of Afghanistan and those without any land of their own. The establish- 
ment of progressive democratic laws which would eliminate the feudal system and 
uproot the evil practices directed against the farmers and which would enable the 
increase in the agricultural production of the country. 

6) The protection and the assistance to the small and medium landowners and 
the establishment of their rights of ownership so that they can properly and fully 
utilize their land and raise their economical and cultural standards. 

7) So as to free immediately the small and medium farmers the leases of land 
and the farmers who work on land that they do not own, the laws must be changed so 
that they can be released from mortgages, creditors, unemployment and other 
difficulties created by the feudal landlords and the city usurers [?], and these laws 
should be applied as soon as possible. These laws and regulations, by changing the 
conditions of land lease and employment, would result in immediate advantages for 
the landless farmers and small holders and would uproot the feudalistic conditions 
now in force. 

8) The unused lands must be developed through government capital invest- 
ments and foreign assistance. Large governmental farms must be created on those 
lands or they can be distributed to the farmers without enough land or the nomads 
through agricultural cooperatives. 
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9) The execution of the democratic changes requires urgently the creation and 
setting up of selling, buying and agricultural production cooperatives throughout the 
country, through the leadership and democratic control of the government so that 
the farmers can be encouraged and woken up. In this way it will be possible to 
provide all the necessary material, such as agricultural equipment and machinery. It 
will also be possible to mechanize and modernize the agricultural system so as to raise 
the level of production. Also the use of chemical fertilizers will be increased. A 
proper and just pricing system must be set up for agricultural products and for 
marketing. Seeds must be improved and disease fought against. Practical and tech- 
nical help must be provided through cooperation between the cooperatives, the 
farmers and the government. These initiatives will require the backing of a strong 
agricultural bank set up by the government which will provide low-interest, long- 
term credits with easy terms. 

10) The improvement of the networks and of the development of irrigation of 
lands without enough water and the underdeveloped lands by digging underground 
canals, deep wells, canals and constructing dams are among the foremost tasks for 
the development of the agriculture of the country. As regards animal husbandry and 
the nomads, the following steps should be taken. 

11) In accordance with the democratic changes to be brought about so as to 
eliminate the old feudal system, it will be necessary to introduce measures that will 
safeguard the borders against the abuse of the large herd owners. To improve the 
animal production of the country, pastures must be provided and developed. The 
strains must be improved and disease fought against. This can be accomplished by 
setting up special cooperatives. 

12) To solve the urgent problems of the nomads and tribal life in a democratic 
and humane way and to guide and direct them towards agricultural and industrial 
activities and to remedy their social ills, it is a necessary condition for economic 
development, the progress of society and the independence of the country. In the 
field of commerce and finance, we notice that one of the weak points of the country’s 
economy and which allows for the infiltration of neo-colonialism and imperialism is 
that our foreign trade is in the hands of a small group of representatives of foreign 
monopolies and [glib?] local and foreign traders. These people, in return for export- 
ing raw material import goods which are not necessary and uneconomical, so as to 
increase their own private earnings and profits selfishly and this results in the 
disappearance of the capital and the foreign currency of the country, and it also 
gravely handicaps the sources of national industry and the maintenance of economic 
independence. To remedy these ills, the national democratic government must 
enforce the following commercial policy. 

13) Channeling the commercial capital in the field of industry and the import of 
machinery to set up and strengthen national industry and the encouragement of the 
export of national products. The control of commerce through a protective customs 
policy. The encouragement of the barter system of trade. This should be the essence 
of our foreign trade. 

14) The development of internal commerce so as to find the proper outlets. The 
development and increase of home products and the regulation of the price of 
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[products?] in the internal markets. The protection of the small and medium-sized 
traders against the large traders. 

15) The financial and budgetary problems of the government should be solved 
according to progressive and democratic principles that will improve the situation of 
the poor people of the country so as to provide economic development and social 
progress. The heavy burden of indirect taxes should be lifted from the shoulders of 
the people and primary consideration should be given to direct taxation and taxes 
should be levied according to social justice from the rich classes of the people and of 
the economical section. 


Political Affairs 


There are important programs which at this historical time face the people of 
Afghanistan; and which, by being solved, would free them from the shackles of 
feudalism and the influences of imperialism which handicap the emergence of a truly 
democratic system which would come into being if the principles listed below were 
followed. 

1) To protect the political independence of Afghanistan. To realize its eco- 
nomic independence from foreign influences are some of the most important na- 
tional and democratic duties of the people. 

2) Decentralization of all the governmental forces in the hands of the people. 
Organizing the power of the people requires a creation of a national democratic 
government. A national democratic government should draw upon the progressive, 
democratic and nationalistic elements of the country, such as the workers, the 
farmers, the progressive intellectuals, the small and medium-sized landlords in the 
city and in the country, together with the nationalistic capitalists, all in the form of a 
national united group, and should strive toward the improvement of the lives of the 
people. 

3) A national democracy. The best organ for making laws and administrating 
people rests in the Parliament and which the representatives of all the various strata 
of the people of Afghanistan chosen by them through free, secret elections without 
any handicapping interference are elected. The life of the government in a free 
national democratic system determined by the Parliament which keeps a close and 
accurate check on its activities. 

4) Action should be taken to insure the independence of the judiciary forces 
and to organize the legal activities of the courts according to democratic principles, 
also to insure the protection and freedom of the people of the country. 

5) The realization of national democracy is possible when the conditions are 
such that the people are assured of the four [sic] encompassing political and social 
freedoms: freedom of thought and belief; freedom of speech; freedom of pen and 
press; social freedom; freedom of forming political parties; freedom of organizing 
unions; freedom to strike; freedom to demonstrate; freedom to travel; freedom to 
choose one’s work or occupation; protection of the rights of the individual; freedom 
to establish residence; freedom to communicate and the right to defend oneself in 
court; the right to vote for nationals of the country who have reached the age of 18; 
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the right to be elected in any of the democratic organs, ranging from the village 
councils to the Parliament; equality before the law, the courts, and the opportunity 
to enter any of the governmental departments; the entire protection of all of the 
democratic rights and freedoms, political and social, of the individuals is a duty 
without any discrimination without sex, male or female, race, tribe, region, religion 
and degree of culture, occupation or wealth. 

6) When the actual pattern of the country is taken into consideration, it is found 
that Afghanistan is a country composed of hard-working people who are endowed 
with different regional cultures which have together over the centuries resulted in 
giving the country its national character and which have united the people because of 
common griefs in their struggles against feudalism and colonialism. But in the final 
analysis, because of the mistakes in administration of the feudalists and the political 
aims of the imperialists and the presence of injustice and discrimination, not only 
[were] all the people and the various tribes of Afghanistan deprived of their rights 
and freedoms, but also all of these reactionary policies prevented the people from 
achieving greatness in the quest for national unity and the progress of society. 
Therefore, the struggle for achieving unity for all of the hard-working tribes of 
Afghanistan to bring advantages to the oppressed factions and brotherly equality and 
the fight of all sections of the population against national oppression and the removal 
of the causes of ethnic, racial, tribal and local differences which result in national 
disaffections is the national and progressive duty of the national people’s democratic 
party. 

7) So as to bring into being and organize a real and practical unity among the 
people of Afghanistan, we must try by legal means which would be in keeping with 
the principles of democracy to revise our attitudes towards the basic organization of 
the country as regards economic, linguistic and cultural relations and to give suf- 
ficient authority to the local councils and the other democratic organs of the country 
which would have come into being through democratic elections to solve the linguis- 
tic problems of Afghanistan according to the principles of a democracy. 

8) In 1893, the imperialist colonizers of Great Britain forced the political 
acceptance of the colonialists’ borderline by the name of Durand upon Afghanistan 
against the wishes of its people. As a result, a part of the territory of the country was 
detached from it. From that date up to the present nationalistic struggles against 
colonialism and imperialism have constantly been waged by the people of Pushtuni- 
stan. The aim of the progressive and democratic elements of the people of Afghani- 
stan, in accordance with their belief in the right of national self-determination, is to 
support the struggles of the people of Pushtunistan. 

9) In the field of international relations, the democratic forces of the people 
defend the following foreign policy: adherence to an independent and peaceful 
foreign policy and the maintenance of a positive, neutral policy with free judgement, 
the defense of world peace and the support of the policy of peaceful coexistence; the 
maintenance of friendly relations with all peace-loving nations and those nations 
without political or economic interests and without colonialistic motives provide 
Afghanistan with assistance and cooperation on the basis of equality in the fields of 
economic, technical and cultural development; the reinforcement and the extension 
of close relations with those leading countries and those progressive international 
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forces that defend peace, national independence, democracy and social progress, 
and which are against imperialism. Close relations should also be sought with those 
Asian, African, and Latin American nations that are struggling for the achievement 
of their national independence; the making of efforts towards the maintenance of 
stable, international relations and opposition towards all disturbing military blocs; 
economic, commercial and political unions which could be a cause of unrest which 
have colonialistic interests; the struggle towards the prevention of world wars; 
opposition to those actions and practices of nations, groups and disturbance, war- 
mongering elements which are a danger to world peace and which would suppress the 
independence of all other nations; the support of the United Nations and total 
disarmanent under complete international control; the struggle against old and new 
colonialism and imperialism and support of all [inJdependence seeking and progres- 
sive movements in the world. 


Social Affairs 


The free[dom]-loving people of Afghanistan obtained their political indepen- 
dence 47 years ago, but those elements in the country that strived toward the 
establishment of social progress and the maintenance of the democratic liberties 
were defeated in their purpose and had to offer many sacrifices. This was due to the 
actions of the egotistical elements in the country and the intrigues of the international 
imperialists. From that date up to now, the hard-working people of the country, that 
is, the workers, the farmers and the progressive intellectuals, have been oppressed 
and badly treated socially and economically by the higher classes, such as the 
feudalists, the businessmen and the bureaucrats. Also, they live in the most abject 
conditions. The standard of living of the talented people of Afghanistan is the lowest 
in the world and because of the egotistical and profiteering policies of the , the 
workers and the farmers have been deprived from the right to set up organs of 
publication, unions, political parties and strikes, which are the weapons for the 
defense of their rights and their class social and cultural advantages. The laws of 
social progress and achievement require the immediate change of this situation and 
the implementation of new conditions and the adherence to the improvement 
program as set up below. 

1) So as to insure the right to work for all able individuals with regulations 
concerning minimum pay and salaries to enable the workers to provide sufficiently 
for their material and spiritual needs. The maintenance for the right to work and the 
elimination of unemployment can be insured only through changing the old produc- 
tion system to a new one which would rapidly increase the forces of production of the 
country. 

2) To guarantee the protection of the workers and proper working conditions 
and to ensure the general rights, the enacting and the execution of the following laws 
is essential. The right to rest through regulating the working hours to 42 per week for 
various kinds of workers and the reduction of even these norms for workers in 
especially difficult conditions which are taxing on the spirit and the body. So as to 
implement the right to rest and yearly holidays, laws must be passed to insure 
payment of their salaries during those holidays. The creation for all hard-working 
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people when they get old or ill or incapacitated through work accidents of health and 
social insurance on the part of the government paid by the government or the 
respective institutions. Children under the age of 15 must be prohibited from 
working and for the workers between the ages of 15 and 18 their daily working hours 
should be reduced to four. Efforts should be made to recognize officially the rights 
and to implement the laws which establish the right of the workers to defend their 
privileges and their rights and their spiritual culture as well as the awakening of their 
class consciousness to defend their right to unite in industrial and workers unions and 
their right to strike and sign solidarity pacts. So as to solve the differences between 
the workers and the employers and to insure the correct implementation of the labor 
laws, impartial courts must be set up in which representatives of the workers would 
participate. 

3) The construction of cheap hygienic houses for all the classes and the poor 
people of the cities and the villages is imperative. Also action must be taken to lower 
the cruel rates of rent of houses and shops. 

4) Inthe new democratic life of Afghanistan, the Afghan woman should be able 
to participate in all the aspects of the life whether economic, political, social or 
cultural in an equal footing with men. To achieve this right and freedom of women, 
democratic unions should be set up by the women and discrimination between men 
and women should be eliminated in the fields of work as regards equal salaries and 
pay for equal work, social security, a right to rest and 30 days of paid vacation before 
and after childbirth and the protection of the health of children and mothers should 
be accomplished through the building of maternity hospitals, milk centers, and 
kindergartens. The right to schooling and other rights can also be guaranteed for 
women. 

5) To insure that the administrative organs of the government do not favor the 
one or two minority classes to the disadvantage of the large classes of people in the 
cities and the villages, it is necessary that these administrative organs be improved 
accordingly. It is a duty to fight immediately trouble-making, arbitrariness and 
lawlessness, lack of discipline, paperwork and the needless wasting of time of the 
people. Efforts should be made so as to provide a decent life for the teachers, the civil 
servants, the contract employees and the servants on the government payroll and the 
payroll of institutions. 

6) Efforts should be made toward the establishment of national courts which 
would prosecute and punish the individuals and the high-ranking officials who have 
acted contrary to the rights and individual and social freedoms of the people of the 
country and who have unjustly accumulated great wealth belonging rightly to the 
government and the people. 

7) Efforts should be made to establish proper and unbiased political courts and 
also to improve the political prisons with all their political rights and also to improve 
the common prisons. 

8) Legal efforts should be made to change and improve all the laws and 
regulations which are against the interests of the people and against democracy. 

9) The maintenance and the protection of all the people on a free basis should 
be the responsibility of the government. To achieve this the government is bound to 
set up practical health programs for the people against disease and the elimination of 
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diseases caused by germs and which are contagious. To provide for the needs of the 
city dwellers and the villagers, the nomads and the tribesmen of the country, the 
government should provide health services through the training of medical workers 
in sufficient quantities and the provision of modern material and equipment and the 
encouragement of free and general institutes, the setting up of health institutes, such 
as polyclinics, hospitals, sanitoriums, and maternity hospitals and health propaganda 
in the countryside are important. 

10) Efforts should be made to fight against immoral publications, narcotics, and 
alcohol, prostitution and other ills that handicap the social and economic life of the 
country. 


Cultural Affairs 


The transition from backward stage of feudalism to a new progressive and social 
state means progressive and modern education and culture for all the people. The 
profiteering feudalist classes who command together with the colonialistic and 
imperialistic factions have tried by their actions to handicap the spread and the 
progress of education that the people wanted and the spread of modern culture and 
knowledge from the rest of the world to further their own ends and have prevented 
the completion of the economic and social progress of the people. Solving this 
problem will result in the realization of the new education and culture of Afghanistan 
on the national and people democratic planes. The following improvement program 
must be achieved; so as to realize the change in the cultural life of the country and the 
revolution of its culture. 

1) The establishment of compulsory and free primary education in the mother 
language of the children in all parts of the country from the age of seven for boys and 
girls without discrimination. 

2) Putting into practice compulsory and free middle education in the manner 
that students will pursue their studies and also follow practical courses in handicrafts, 
agriculture and the technique of production. 

3) To the students of all parts of the country and from hard-working people, the 
possibilities must be made available for vocational, secondary and higher education, 
and also for specialization through providing salaries and boarding facilities. In the 
field of development of universities, institutions, and scientific research and help to 
scientists, writers, and artists, the safeguard of historical treasures, steps must be 
taken. Archeological research must be developed as well as museums. Libraries 
must be established and international cultural relations inaugurated with the peace- 
loving and progressive nations of the world. 

4) General war against illiteracy all over the country must be established. 

5) To educate the bodies and the minds of the young generation, sports fields 
and sports clubs must be established as well as conference rooms and the right to 
establish student unions and young men’s unions. Moral and spiritual responsibility 
must be established, such as loyalty to the leaders of peace, national democracy, 
national independence, the improvement and progress of society and love and 
respect for the hard-working people of the country. Non-compromising with the 
reactionary movements, injustice, profiteering, colonialism and imperialism, and 
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also with those who seek war and also the enemies of the people and the enemies of 
the progressive principles of the nation and the world. This must affect the appren- 
tices, the students, and the young people who are the most important capital and who 
are the people of the country. 

6) Efforts should be made to develop the languages and the cultures of the 
various people and tribes of the country and the national cultural heritage of 
Afghanistan. The economic and social conditions of the people of those provinces 
which are the most backward must be improved. To educate the people to the social 
concepts, steps must be taken to reach them through the democratic press and 
publications and the freedom of information, cinemas, theatres, progressive radio 
programs in various parts of the country must be insured. Whenever some of the 
reactionary elements or other bad elements would want to use the communication 
facilities intended for the education of the people to further national disagreement, 
support feudalism and imperialism, they should be stopped immediately. 


In conclusion, as we are striving to safeguard the democratic principles of the 
constitution and in this historical period we are trying to establish a democratic 
national government and following a road to progress that is non-capitalistic accord- 
ing to progressive ideologies existent in the world which insure peace and progress, 
we will never forget our great responsibilities toward our wonderful and hard- 
working people of our dear Afghanistan. We will never relinquish our aim to realize 
a complete society which can be accomplished through socialism. From all the 
progressive and democratic elements, from all the patriots and true children of this 
country who want to help the oppressed and poor people of the country, we ask that 
they should join the democratic ranks of the people and join the noble struggle for 
the achievements of these ideals. 
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Constitution of the 


People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 
(the party of the Working Class of Afghanistan) 


The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan 








Article 1: The PDPA is the highest political organ and the vanguard of the working 
class and all laborers in Afghanistan. The PDPA, whose ideology is the practical 
experience of Marxism-Leninism, is founded on the voluntary union of the progres- 
sive and informed people of Afghanistan: the workers, peasants, artisans, and 
intellectuals of the country. 


Membership 


Conditions of Membership 


Article 2: Any Afghan subject who has reached the age of 18 and has not acted 
against the interests and freedom of the people; who accepts the ideological objec- 
tives and constitution of the Party and struggles for its realization; who participates 
and works in one of the active party organizations; who observes and executes the 
resolutions and decisions of the party and accepts the terms of membership can 
become a member of the party. 


Acceptance of Membership in the Party 


Article 3: The conditions of acceptance for membership in the Party are as follows: 

(a) Acceptance of membership can only take place on an individual basis 
through the constituency (i.e. cell) The Central Committee in exceptional cases can 
accept the group membership of candidates. 


Adopted at the PDPA’s founding congress, January 1, 1965. Translated by H. A. P. Tesoriere, 
British Embassy, Kabul, and L. C. Thompson, Economic Section, U.S. Embassy, Kabul. 
Forwarded as Enclosure 1 to Airgram A-60 (July 3, 1978) from the U.S. Embassy, Kabul, to the 
Department of State. 
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(b) Confirmation of membership is granted by the Central Committee or an 
official authorized by it (to do so). 

(c) A candidate for membership must be introduced by two full members of the 
Party who have served a minimum of one year in the party. The sponsors must be 
thoroughly acquainted with the candidate’s former political, social, and moral 
connections and (be able to) guarantee his character, competence and performance 
to the Party. 

(d) the candidate must present his own written application to the relevant party 
organization. 

(e) the candidate will spend a probationary period furthering his party educa- 
tion, raising the level of political and ideological awareness and broadening his 
outlook of the Party’s objectives and constitution. The candidate, depending on his 
own social background (lit. class attachment) will spend between 4 months and 1 year 
on probation and after completing his probation, can be accepted as a full member of 
the Party. 

(f) Party probationers, with the exception of the right to be elected and elect- 
ing, have equal rights and duties with full members of the Party, and in party sessions 
are given a consultative vote. 

(g) the necessity of a probationer participating in a constituency (i.e. cell) and 
his role in the Party (lit. occupational use) is subject to the view of the relevant Party 
organization. 

(h) The party record of a member is held in abeyance until the competent 
authority approves his full membership. (?) 

(i) if a probationer during his probationary period does not show his worth to 
the full membership, the official or relevant organization shall either reject his 
application for membership or extend his period of probation. 

(j) the procedure of acceptance for probationers and full-members shall be the 
same. 


Membership Cards 


Article 4; The regulation and distribution of membership cards is the responsibility 
of amember of the Central Committee or an official authorized by them to do so. The 
distribution of membership cards is subject to conditions and circumstances. 


Duties of Party Members 


Article 5: Every Party member is responsible for: 

(a) raising his own ideological awareness and learning the political theories of 
Marxism-Leninism; endeavoring to strengthen ideological solidarity, party orga- 
nization and unity (lit. correlation and harmony); combatting any action that, either 
within or outside the Party, harms the interests of the Party; rejecting enemies of the 
workers, the People’s Party, and the nation; and struggling against colonialism and 
all social and national! difficulties. 

(b) observing the Party constitution, regulations, and discipline; disseminating 
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and propagating the general and current party objectives and policies among the 
people and striving for their realization. 

(c) participating regularly in the activities of the relevant organizations; acting 
sincerely, decisively, forcefully, and without deviation for the party’s aims, objec- 
tives, goals, and (in accord with) instructions; paying the membership fees regularly; 
holding comradely party functions among members; and creating within the Party a 
spirit of comradeship, cooperation, and brotherhood. 

(d) propagating the thoughts of scientific socialism, the ideas of proletarian 
rationalism and internationalism among the masses. 

(e) struggling to strengthen the unity of the masses, toilers, and brothers 
resident in our unique country of Afghanistan in the cause of complete equality of 
rights, the brotherly cooperation of all the people, tribes, and ethnic groups of 
Afghanistan, both large and small, and for their solidarity within the organizations of 
the laborers, both political organizations (the party of the entire proletariat of 
Afghanistan) and workers[’ and] peasants[’] cooperatives [and] cultural, women’s, 
youth, and student’s unions. 

(f) expanding and strengthening the friendly relations between Afghans and 
the Soviets (lit. Afghan/Soviet friendly relations) and such relations between Af- 
ghanistan and the socialist fraternity, international workers’ movements, people’s 
liberation movements of Asia, Africa, and Latin America; and fulfilling Afghani- 
stan’s nationalist and internationalist duties. 

(g) setting an example in encounters with people of being sincere, humble, 
diligent, and accomplished, and in one’s own personal and social life of being 
progressive in speech and deed; knowing the wishes of the people and striving for the 
influence and esteem of the party among the people. 

(h) Attracting the informed and active elements of all classes and the laborers 
to the party and giving them instruction about the Party structure and organization. 

(i) protecting the Party’s secrets stringently and at all times being vigilant and 
firm against infiltrators; and defending the party against the influence of anti-populist 
elements and deviationists. 

(j) Developing and expanding criticism (in general) and self-criticism and 
correcting and pursuing mistakes that veer from the path of true criticism. 

(k) combatting from within the party all manifestations and inclinations toward 
factionalism, splinter groups, regionalism, chauvinism, local nationalism, revision- 
ism, demagogy, any kind of rightist or leftist opportunism, liberalism, and subjectiv- 
ism. Giving priority to the interests of the Party and the people. Being honest and 
correct toward the party and people. In choosing an individual for party duties and 
responsibilities, taking into consideration their ability, honesty, quality, awareness, 
and class background (lit. character). 


Rights of Party Members 


Article 6: Every Party Member has the right to: 
(a) participate in elections of party officials as an elector or electee. 
(b) (participate) in debates and resolution of problems concerning the policies 
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and scientific activities of the Party, in party sessions and publications. Until the 
relevant Party organizations and officials take a decision on a matter under discus- 
sion active participation and free expression will be allowed. 

(c) have their suggestions, criticisms, and questions passed to Party authorities 
including the Central Committee. Inside the sessions of the organizations a member, 
whatever his position, may criticize the actions of party officials. 

(d) Participate in all sessions where actions or deeds or methods are under 
scrutiny. Whenever the aims of the Party authorities are not deemed wise or 
methodical and are subject to protest, a member can present his complaints to the 
higher Party authorities including the Congress. 

Note (1): Under certain conditions it is possible for a party member to investi- 
gate actions or deeds. 

Note (2): Under certain conditions it is possible for a Party member to be 
denied permission to attend a meeting at which his own actions are being investi- 
gated. 


The Structure of Party Organization (Organs) 


Article 7: The main principle and guideline of the structure of the PDPA is demo- 
cratic centralism whose basic features are as follows: 

(a) Party leaders from the highest to the lowest levels are elected through an 
open ballot or a closed ballot when necessary. 

(b) The presentation of a report by party officials to relevant organizations and 
to a higher Party authority. (unclear, perhaps incomplete) 

(c) Adherence of the minority to the majority on party decisions and instruc- 
tions and the strict observance of Party discipline by all individuals in all positions. 

(d) Adherence of lower officials to the decisions of higher officials. 

(ec) Enforcement of collective basic leadership and individual responsibility. 
Article 8: Party leaders from the highest to the lowest level must avoid individualistic 
and bureacratic methods. A logical proportion between Party centralism and democ- 
racy is to be preserved based on the difficulty of party activities and the spread of 
criticism against the party. Incorrect methods of action are to be eliminated. In the 
performance of duties, initiative, creativity, and informed discipline are to be shown 
among party members. Any manifestation of liberalism, troublemaking, personality 
cults, splinter groups, or internal party factions that in any shape or form appear 
within the party are to be prevented and centralism, linked to democracy, is to be 
established and strengthened. 


Article 9: The competence and responsibility of the Party leadership may be ex- 
panded as required by the necessity of furthering the Party’s affairs and protecting 
Party organizations. The appointment to a position of senior officials or individuals 
at all levels who, in principle, have been elected, can be made. The relevant 
authorities may take the following points into consideration: 

(a) the correct method of procedure on utilizing the cadres and party officials 
should be based on basic performance, ability, and awareness in relevant matters and 
political reliance on these—not on personal considerations and inclinations. 
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(b) the organization responsible for Party vigilance can in no way permit 
destructive elements to influence the party. 

(c) complete precision in regard to the views and suggestions of party members. 

(d) Precise and correct implementation of the decisions of Party authorities. 
Article 10: The organizational divisions of the Party are as follows: 

Provincial, urban (lit. city), woluswali [district] and [sub]district organizations. 
Under certain circumstances, on the recommendation of the Provincial committee 
and the agreement of the Central Committee, other organizations can also be 
established. Any one of these organizations can take decisions on local problems 
provided that they do not defy general party policies and the decisions of their 
superior authorities. The limits of the actions of any one of these groups is set by 
higher authorities. 


The Highest Party Authority 





The Party Congress 


Article 11: The highest Party authority of the PDPA is the Party Congress which is 
comprised of representatives elected by provincial conferences. In normal circum- 
stances, the Party Congress will meet once every four years. If necessary or in 
unusual circumstances, it is possible for the Central Committee to decide to invite the 
Congress to assemble earlier or later than the appointed time. An Extraordinary 
Party Congress may take place on the decision of the Central Committee or on the 
basis of a proposal by two-thirds of the Party members. The Congress is officially 
competent only when a majority of elected members, that is to say more than 
one-half of the party representatives, are present at a session. A number of Congress 
representatives, proportional to the number of Party members and relevant orga- 
nizations, are appointed to the Central Committee. 
Article 12: The duties and jurisdiction of the Party Congress consist of: 

(a) hearing the report of the Central Committee and the Central Supervisory 
Commission, debating and assessing their findings, and ratifying them. 

(b) Revising, reforming, changing, and ratifying the Party’s objectives and 
constitution. 

(c) setting party policy. 

(d) electing full and alternate members to the Central Committee and Central 
Supervisory Commission. 

(e) establishing the number of full and alternate members of the Central 
Committee and Central Supervisory Commission. 


The Central Committee 


Article 14 [i.e., 13]: The Central Committee of the Party is the highest authority after 
the Party Congress. 
The Central Committee during the period between two Congress meetings is 


154 Appendix B 


responsible for relations with other parties and political organizations. The Central 
Committee, while accountable to the Congress, leads and administers the political 
establishment and activity and organization of the Party; and is responsible for the 
financial administration, overseeing the publication of Party organs’ publications, 
and Parliamentary party (participation?) in the Parliament (?). 


Article 14: The Central Committee is responsible for organizing subordinate orga- 
nizations, party committees, and party members in setting up relevant organizations, 
that is mass organizations such as workers unions, peasants[’ and] artisans[’] coop- 
eratives, unions for low-ranking officials, teachers, lecturers, doctors, students, 
youth and women, cultural and sports clubs, etc. If any such organizations are 
founded by other organizations, it is essentially in line with Party policy to actively 
participate in the former. 


Article 15; If for any reason the place of some full member of the Central Committee 
is vacated or if it becomes necessary for the number of Central Committee members 
to be increased by a fixed number, then the Central Committee can by a two-thirds 
majority vote appoint to full membership any of its substitute members. 

However, if necessary or in extraordinary cases the Central Committee is 
empowered to appoint outstanding individuals in the Party Membership to full 
membership in the Central Committee or alternate membership. The basic condition 
in appointing or electing full or alternate members of the Central Committee is that 
they have at least two years of previous Party service. 


Article 16: The Central Committee can choose from its own members the members 
of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee and members of the Secretariat of 
the Central Committee and the General Secretary of the Central Committee, who is 
also a member of the Political Bureau. 


Article 17: The Plenum of the Central Committee in order to form the Second 
Congress of the PDPA and to elect the Central Supervisory Commission elects from 
the Congress as full and alternate members, the Supervisory and Control Commis- 
sion, and its officials. 

Article 18: The Central Committee as necessary sets up branch organizations for 
propaganda, theory and education, finance, international affairs, and mass organiza- 
tions. The Central Committee can also as necessary set up other branches and 
commissions, either permanent or temporary. The officials of these commissions 
elect the political bureau from the full members of the Central Committee. 


Article 19: The Plenum of the Central Committee will, under normal circumstances, 
meet at least three times a year. Alternate members will participate in the Plenum of 
the Central Committee and will have the right to a consultative vote. 

Article 20: The Central Committee can raise for free discussion and party advice 
some of the Party’s problems. 

Article 21: The Political Bureau in the period between Central Committee meetings 
administers and heads the Party’s activities and affairs, and is responsible to the 
Central Committee. 

Article 22: The Central Committee Secretariat during the period between the meet- 
ings of the Political Bureau undertakes the current affairs of the Central Committee. 
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The Secretariat prepares the ways and means of carrying out the decisions of the 
supreme authorities of the Party leadership and supervises and researches their 
precise execution. The Secretariat is responsible to the Political Bureau. The Com- 
missions and Departments of the Central Committee operate, execute, and serve 
under the supervision of the Secretariat. 


The Central Supervisory and Control Commission 


Article 23: The Central Supervisory and Control Commission has the following 
duties: 

(a) Supervision of the current affairs of the Central organs. 

(b) Supervision over the Central Committee’s financial affairs. 

(c) ensuring the observance of full party members and probationary members 
to party discipline and unity and correct execution of Central Committee decisions; 
and taking action against those party members who infringe the Party’s objectives, 
constitution, regulations or code. 

(d) Investigation into the general complaints of party members from party 
organizations sentenced to be punished and seeking litigation. 


Party Conferences 


Article 24: During the period between two Congresses, the Central Committee can 
invite Party conferences formed of representatives of the committees of Provincial, 
Urban, woluswali, and [sub]district organizations, to debate and discuss problems 
relating to the practical policies and other essential problems. The Central Commit- 
tee appoints a number of its representatives. 


Provincial, Urban, Woluswali, and [Sub]district Organizations 


Article 25: Provincial, Urban, woluswali, and [sub]district organizations are to be 
guided in their actions by the objectives and constitution of the Party. They are to 
propagate party policies and execute all decisions and instructions of the Central 
Committee and their own superior authorities, be it provincial, urban, woluswali, or 
[sub]district. The basic duties of the Provincial, urban, woluswali, and [sub]district 
organizations and their leading officials consist of: 

(a) organizational and political work among the masses. 

(b) striving to realize the objectives and goals of the party and raising the level 
of political and class awareness of the workers and actively participating in the 
organization of the masses. 

(c) regulating ideological work, propagating practical socialism and distribut- 
ing party publications and pamphlets. 

(d) Conforming to the constitution, selecting and spotting outstanding indi- 
viduals and adjusting them to progressive, honest and true thoughts and beliefs, and 
feelings of loyalty and responsibility to the people’s nation and party. 

(e) the circulation and propagation of the Party’s objectives, publications, and 
pamphlets in the language of the people of the region. 
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The Supreme Authorities of the 
Provincial, Urban, Woluswali, and [Sub] district Organizations 





Conferences 


Article 26: The highest authority of the Provincial, Urban, woluswali, and [Sub]dis- 
trict organizations is the conference. Provincial conferences under favorable condi- 
tions are invited by their respective committees to take place once every two years, 
and Urban, woluswali, and sub[district] conferences, under favorable conditions, 
are held annually. Extraordinary conferences are formed on the decision of the 
superior committee or the majority of members of the relevant organization. 


Article 27: The conferences of the Provincial, Urban, woluswali, and [sub]district 
organizations invite the elected representatives of every organization based on a 
proportion of those who have been appointed or the recommendation of the orga- 
nization’s committee and the approval of the superior authorities. 

Article 28: (lit. 27, a misprint): The competence and duties of the provincial, urban, 
woluswali, and [sub]district conferences consist of: 

(a) Hearing, discussing, assessing, and ratifying the report of the relevant 
committee or supervisory commission. 

(b) adopting a decision on the problem and the affairs of the relevant organiza- 
tion and its future course of action. 

(c) electing representatives for the conferences of superior organizations and 
electing members to the relevant organization’s committees and Supervisory Com- 
mission. 

Note: A provincial conference elects a representative to the Party Congress. 


Committees 


Article 29: Provincial, urban, woluswali, and [sub]district committees are the high- 
est authority of the relevant organizations during the period between the two 
conferences. 


Article 30: The provincial, urban, woluswali, and [sub]district committees elect their 
secretaries and assistant secretaries from among their own members. 


Article 31: The provincial, urban, woluswali, and [sub]district committees establish 
branches for organization, propaganda, theory, and financial instruction and any 
other necessary branches. The officials of these branches are appointed by the 
members of the Committee. The Secretaries and assistant secretaries of the Commit- 
tee supervise these branches. 


Article 32: The Provincial, urban, woluswali, and [sub]district committees form 
their suvordinate organizations, leadership, and new organizations. The committees 
carry out the decisions of the Conference according to the instructions of superior 
authorities, and they are responsible to the latter. 


Article 33: The Secretaries and Assistant Secretaries undertake the duties of car- 
rying out the current business of the relevant committees and are responsible to the 
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Committee. They investigate and supervise the ways and means of executing the 
decisions of the leadership as well as preparing and correctly putting into practice 
such decisions. 

Provincial, Urban, woluswali, and [sub]district committees assemble at least 
once a month. 


Supervisory and Control Commission 


Article 34: Members of the Supervisory and Control Commission are elected at 
general meetings of the relevant organizations at the provincial, urban, woluswali, 
and [sub]district levels to form a relevant conference from the members of the 
appropriate Committees. The Supervisory and Control Commissions carry out the 
duties of the Central Supervisory and Control Commission with, of course, the 
difference that every Supervisory and Control Commission has competence and 
responsibility for its own organization’s and committee’s activities. 


Primary Organization of the Party (Constituency or cell) 


Article 35: The primary organization of the Party consists of the constituency which 
is to be considered the essential foundation of the Party. Constituencies are founded 
by local action and local residence. A Party constituency is formed with the approval 
of the provincial, urban, woluswali, or [sub]district committee or of higher author- 
ities. Depending on the circumstances the maximum number of individuals in a 
constituency will be determined by higher authorities. 


Article 36: Whenever the number of constituencies is increased as a result of local 
action or residence at the [sub]district level, subsidiary committees for local action 
and residence can, with the agreement of superior authorities, be formed and are 
subject to the [sub]district organization. Members of these committees are elected in 
public meetings of the constituencies or in meetings of the [sub]district representa- 
tives. 

Article 37: The constituency will meet at least twice a month. At the constituency 
session, the Secretary and Assistant Secretary will be appointed for a term of one 
year. 

Article 38: The constituency organization will be guided in its work by the Party 
objectives and constitution, will propagate the Party’s policies and execute all the 
decisions and instructions of the superior authorities. The constituency organization 
forges the link between the leadership and party members, the party with the people, 
and establishes close relations with the masses. The constituency, mindful of Article 
26, has responsibility for: 

(a) recruiting new members to the party and party membership and investigat- 
ing all aspects of the background of party members, Strengthening party discipline 
among all constituency members, distributing party publications and pamphlets, and 
regulating the education of constituency members. 

(b) paying constant attention to the feelings and wishes of the people and 
reporting them to the superior Party authorities. Paying complete attention to the 
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economic, social, political, and cultural living conditions of the masses and relating 
them to the Party instructions or struggling for the people’s desires. 


Destiny and Punishment 





Destiny 


Article 39: Party members through their actions, testimony, loyalty, and sacrifice are 
destined to complete (achieve) observance of the regulations, discipline, original 
action, the ethics and the objectives and policies of the Party, and the decisions of the 
superior Party organizations and Central Committee for the sake of the goals of the 
Party. 


Punishment 


Article 40: Party organizations from top to bottom can, according to circumstances 
and conditions, take the following legal decisions concerning an infringement of the 
decisions of superior Party authorities, the aims of the Central Committee, a viola- 
tion of the objectives and constitution or discipline of the party, a transgression of the 
party regulations, or not carrying out one’s Party duties. Punishments may be the 
following: Private verbal reprimand or public written reprimand; demotion by one or 
several ranks of a responsible Party member; change a full member into a probation- 
ary member; suspension of Party Membership or expel the member from the party. 
Article 41: If a full or probationary member of the Party does not pay his mem- 
bership dues for three months without presenting an acceptable excuse or does not 
attend Party meetings on three successive occasions without a reasonable excuse and 
after a reprimand and warning does not heed Party regulations, he can be expelled 
from the Party on the recommendation of relevant authorities. 

Article 42; Any Party Organization at any level or position can, bearing in mind the 
difficulty of the struggle, act under Article 41 against any member violating Party 
regulations and report him to higher authorities. The higher authorities are entitled 
to specify the punishment appropriate to the infringement. They may also acquit, 
reduce, or increase the punishment. 


Article 43: In cases where a violation of a Party member has seriously damaged the 
unity, independence, prestige, or existence of the Party, the guilty individual will be 
expelled from the Party. Every Party entity is entitled to expel a particular party 
member, although the ultimate competence lies with the Central Committee or the 
authorities that are given such discretion by the Central Committee. 

Article 44: Expulsion from the Party is considered the maximum and most severe 
judgement of the Party. All Party organizations when adopting a decision to approve 
an expulsion will take careful note of all brotherly remarks and observations; 
witnesses and relevant documents will be carefully studied and investigated. The 
accused’s complaints will be given careful attention and his mental inclinations, 
personal motives, and misabuse of position will be seriously studied. 
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Article 45: A convicted member must be informed of the reasons for conviction and 
if he thinks the sentence unjust, he may protest and demand a retrial of the relevant 
authorities or complain to higher authorities. 

Article 46: In expelling a full or alternate member of the Central Committee from 
the Central Committee or the Party, the Plenum of the Central Committee must take 
the decision, and this decision must be reached by a two-thirds vote of the full 
membership of the Central Committee. 


Resignation of Party Membership 





Article 47: Whenever a full or probationary member of the Party wishes to resign, he 
must tender his resignation letter to the relevant organization. Whenever a Party 
member is the perpetrator of a clear violation of the Party’s constitution, regulations, 
or discipline and wishes to resign, acceptance of his resignation equates to expulsion 
from the Party. 


Financial Matters of the Party 





Article 48: The Party’s funds will come from membership dues, the sale of Party 
publications and pamphlets, and the contributions of Party members or the people. 


Article 49: The extent of full and probationary membership and the inclusion of 
members in the Party will be determined by the Central Committee. 


Article 50: The Central Committee has the right to determine how the Party’s funds 
will be used. 


Relations of the Party and the 
Electoral Organizations of the Country 





Article 51: Participation in the elections for organizations and electoral organiza- 
tions is subject to the agreement of Provincial, Urban, Woluswali, and [Sub]district 
committees. The activities of Party members in electoral organizations is subject to 
the practical (scientific) policies of the Party. 


